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passed it, there is no harm done, it is no trespass.
Thus the free and active spirit of religion is " cribbed
and hemmed in;" she is checked in her disposition
to expand her territory, and enlarge the circle of her
influence. She must keep to her prescribed confines,
and every attempt to extend them will be resisted as
an encroachment.
But this is not all. Since whatever can be gained
from her allotment, or whatever can be taken in
from the forbidden ground, will be so much of ad-
dition to that land of liberty, where men may roam
at large, free from restraint or molestation, they
will of course be constantly, and almost insensibly,
straitening and pressing upon the limits of the reli-
gious allotment on the one hand; and on the other,
will be removing back a little farther and farther
the fence which abridges them on the side of the
forbidden ground. If religion attempt for a time to
defend her frontier, she by degrees gives way. The
space she occupies diminishes till it be scarcely
discernible; whilst, her spirit extinguished, and her
force destroyed, she is little more than the nominal
possessor even of the contracted limits to which she
has been avowedly reduced.
This it is to be feared is but too faithful a repre-
sentation of the general state of things among our-
Thepre- se^ves- The promotion of the glory of
ceding ' Grod, and the possession of his favour,
statement are no longer recognised as the objects
™M™am>ealof our ^glMBt regard, and most strenuous
to various endeavours; as furnishing to us a vigorous,
clones of habitual, and universal principle of action.
C^fls    We set UP for ourselves: we are become
our own masters.    The sense of constant
homage and continual service is irksome and galling
to us; and we rejoice in being emancipated from

